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Dvar Torah Parshas Va’eschanan by Rabbi Shimshon Mindick  
filling in for Rabbi Marmor 

It’s always difficult to transition from Tisha Bav, the saddest day on the calendar, to Tu Bav, 
(which is or was Friday, depending on when you read this) one of the happiest day of the year. 
The Mishna/Gemarah in Tannis says there are no two happier days then Tu Bav and Yom 
Kippur. Both days are non descriptive as to what they are by the names they are known by. 
Tisha Bav is simply the ninth day of Av and Tu B’av, is the fifteenth of Av. Parenthetically, I often 
ask people when does Tu B’av fall out on the Jewish calendar, and the response is, I don’t know 
I need to look it up”. 
 
 More people are familiar with Al Caplin’s Sadie Hawkins Day which was based on the history of 
what took place on Tu B’av than the other four events. 
 
Lets begin with the connection between Tu B’av and Yom Kippur. Briefly, 15 days in Av was the 
day the Jewish people in the desert, that were decreed  would all die and not enter Israel, ended 
after 38 years. In essence, the remaining people were forgiven, like we all are on Yom Kippur. 
 
Forgiveness. 
 
 We recently read in Parshas Pinchas about the daughters of Tzelofchod, who inherited land 
from their father, but were not allowed to marry outside their tribe.  Everyone else in the desert 
also could only marry with their tribe,  in order to keep the inheritance of land from transferring 
from one tribe to the other. This restriction also ended on Tu B’av after they entered and settled 
in Eretz Yisroel. 
 
Another marriage restriction imposed during the time of the Shoftim is the tragic civil war known 
as the Pilegesh Begivah. (Shoftim chapter 19).  During that time, nobody was allowed to marry 
anyone from the tribe of Binyomin.  All sparked by a horrific group rape,  and subsequent 
death.  Her body was then divided into 12 parts and sent to the leaders of all 12 tribes.   The 
leaders of the tribe of Binyomin failed in not bringing the perpetrators from their tribe to justice, 
along with the other 11 tribes, not wanting to get involved. Eventually, when the tribe of Binyomin 
was almost erased from history by under population, no marriages no families, no children, the 
ban was lifted beginning in a unique fashion. Abduction of brides (with consent) Shoftim 21. 
 
Hence, the convoluted story of Sadie Hawkins day when the woman were permitted to grab men 
and forced to marry.  
 
In Israel, Tu B’av has been commercialized as a Valentines day, a “Day of Love”, but in 
traditional Judaism it is a national day of Shidduch making, and a most auspicious day to get 
married. 
 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation. 
 
The other events that took place on Tu B’av tied to the spiritual holiness of the day, were the 
road blocks being removed during the time of Yeravam so everyone could celebrate as one 
people in Yerushalim. 
 
Forgiveness, Reconciliation, Togetherness. 
 
The wood for the Mizbayach used for where the Korbanos were brought, were finished drying 
and being collected for the following year. This was difficult task to obtain the proper wood and 
was completed on Tu B’av. The word Korban means to bring close. It brings us closer to 
Hashem, like the relationship of a man and a woman through marriage. 
 
Continued on page 2: 
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                            Parshas  Va’eschanan in a Nutshell     Source: Chabad.org 

Moshe tells the people of Israel how he implored G-d to allow him to enter the Land of Israel, 
but G-d refused, instructing him instead to ascend a mountain and see the Promised Land. 

Continuing his “review of the Torah,” Moshe describes Exodus from Egypt and the Giving of the 
Torah, declaring them unprecedented events in human history. “Has there ever occurred this 
great thing, or has the likes of it ever been heard? Did ever a people hear the voice of  
G-d speaking out of the midst of the fire . . . and live? . . . You were shown, to know, that the L-rd 
is G-d . . . there is none else beside Him.” 

Moshe predicts that in future generations the people will turn away from G-d, worship idols, and 
be exiled from their land and scattered amongst the nations; but from there they will seek G-d, 
and return to obey His commandments. 

Our Parsha also includes a repetition of the Ten Commandments, and the verses of the Shema, 
which declare the fundamentals of the Jewish faith: the unity of G-d (“Hear O Israel: the L-rd our 
G-d, the L-rd is one”); the mitzvot to love G-d, to study His Torah, and to bind “these words” 
as tefillin on our arms and heads, and inscribe them in the mezuzot affixed on the doorposts of 
our homes. 

ORA       HHHaftorah Parshas  Va’eschanan in a Nutshell Source: Chabad.org 
E 

                                                       Isaiah 40:1–26 

This week’s Haftorah is the first of a series of seven “haftarot of Consolation.” These 
seven haftarot commence on the Shabbat following Tisha B’Av and continue until Rosh 
Hashanah. 

This section of Isaiah begins with G-d’s exhortation to the prophets: “Console, O console My 
people . . . Announce to Jerusalem that her period of exile has been fulfilled and that her sins 
have been forgiven.” 

Isaiah’s prophecy describes some of the miraculous events that will unfold with the onset of the 
messianic era, such as the return of the exiles to Jerusalem, the revelation of G-d’s glory, and 
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 News & Announcements 
 

● Rabbi Reuven Cohen from the Kollel will be giving the Drasha before Mussaf. 

● Seudah Shlishis is sponsored by Nisan and Tami Tzur commemorating the 
Yartzheit of Nisan’s father נוריאל בן מיכאל 

● Tzayschem L’Shalom to Rabbi Mark and Nicola Roth and family who 
are making Aliyah this week. 

● Rabbi Marmor’s Wednesday night class will not take place this week August 10th. 

● Sunday Semichas Chaver and Sunday Morning Kids Club will not take place this 
Sunday. 

● Father and child learning this Shabbos from 5:30 to 6:00.  

● Parsha Chaburah  meets this Shabbos. Please contact Chaim Bursztyn for more 
information 305-904-1142. 

● Kinyan Hamasechta  will meet on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:00-
8:45 pm . For more information please contact Binyomin Berkson at 347-777-2639. 

● Shimshon Mindick’s Chumash and Halacha class this Sunday morning 11:00 to 
12:30 pm  

● Shiur in Rebbe Nachman’s masterpiece Likutei Moharan  Friday at 8:45.   

 

Dvar Torah continued from page 1 
 
Forgiveness, Reconciliation, Togetherness, Closeness. 
 
The Burial of the dead killed in Batar, after the Bar Kochva revolution. Permission for burial 
granted on the 15 of Av and the miracle that occurred that no body decomposed. 
(Commemerated in the fourth bracha of Birchas Hamazon)  Hashem showing compassion 
for people who he could not let live, buried with dignity.   
 
 
Forgiveness, Reconciliation, Togetherness, Closeness and Compassion. 
 
And know you know why Tu B’av follows so closely to Tisha B’a’v. Our Bais Hamikdash was  
destroyed because we as a people could not get past our pettiness, our hatred of each oth-
er. 
 
We did not practice Forgiveness between each other, we did not solve problems with  
Reconciliation, we did not strive for Togetherness, we instead chose divisiveness. We did 
not want closeness, instead we chose Loshen Harah to break us even further apart. If we 
had  
Compassion for our fellow Jews, we would have judged others favorably and found love for 
each other, instead of hatred. 
 
Let’s move forward. Let us carry the positive changes of Tu Bav in our hearts. Let’s make 
Tisha B’av into a holiday as well, with a Third Bais Hamikdash. 
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 Aharon Dovid ben Chaya  

 Yochanan Baruch HaKohen ben 
Frumma Etta   

 Etta Mindel bas Chana 

 Tzofia bas Shoshana 

 Daniel Yaakov ben Masha Tzvia  

 Leora Rachel bas Chaya Raizelle 

 Boruch ben Sorah Gittel 

 Etel bas Chana Perel 

 Devora bas Sora 

 Tuvia Chaim ben Shulamit 

 Chana bas Yaakov  

 Devorah bas Malka 

 Yisroel Yehuda ben Rachel 

 Mindal bas Chana 

 Shmuel ben Sarah 

 Esther bas Frayda 

 Yakov ben Chasya 

 Yehuda Meir ben Tzipora 

 Netanel Ilan ben Sheyna Tzipora 

 Itai ben Tzipora 

 Rochel Miriam bas Sarah 

 Nechama Malka bas Blima 

 Shayna bas Yaacova Yaffa  

 Ora bas Migdelet 

 Menachem Mendel ben Chaya 

 Reuven ben Sarah Nemani 

 Etel bas Malka Yita 

 Chava bas Nechama 

 Yosef ben Yaakov 

 Miriam bas Sarah 

 Yosef Shlomo ben Sarah  

 Chana Golda bas Miriam 

 Zev Moshe ben Leah Tzivia 

 Yaakov Tzvi ben Leah 

 Yosef Azriel ben Chaya Michal 

 Chana bas Hinde Gitel 

 Rachel Chaya bat Esther 
Shoshana 

 Yehuda ben Rochel 

 Yitzchak ben Zisel 

 Leah bas Sarah 

 Chaya Rut bat Messoda 

 Rav Micha ben Aliza 

 Refael ben Blima 

 Shaul Ber ben Ariel 

 Bracha Basya bas Hinda 

 

REFUAH SHLEIMA 

 








