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Dvar Torah Parshas Shlach by Rabbi Yaacov Marmor 
 
 

At the end of this week’s parsha Hashem commands the Jewish people regarding the 
mitzvah of tzitzis. These pesukim are read every day as the last section of Krias Shema and 
contain fundamentals of Jewish faith.  
 
The pasuk says “lo sasuru acharai levavchem v’acharai ainaichem”, do not explore after 
your heart and after your eyes. The commentators note the interesting connection between 
the beginning and end of our parsha which both use the rare word “sasur”, to spy out or 
explore. 
 
There is a deep connection between the sin of the spies and the Torah's command not to 
be drawn after the heart and eyes. It is as if the commandment given at the end of the 
parsha is a warning to ensure that we don't repeat the mistake made at the beginning of the 
parsha. 
 
On the pasuk of “lo sasuru” Rashi brings the midrash that states: “The eye sees, the heart 
desires, and the body carries out the sin”. This would seem like the logical order of 
progression in committing a sin. First the eye sees, only then does the heart desire, and 
only afterwards does the body commit the sin. But, interestingly enough, the pasuk changes 
the order! 
 
First the pasuk says “do not stray after your heart” and only afterwards does it mention 
straying after the eyes. Isn’t this process backwards? Didn’t the midrash state that first the 
eyes see, and only then the heart desires? Why is there a contradiction between the 
midrash and the pasuk? 
 
The answer to this question lies in the episode of the meraglim. The spies were sent on a 
mission to objectively report what they observed in the land of Israel. No one asked for their 
opinion or their personal commentary. 
 
However, when they delivered their report they offered their own military assessment: “We 
cannot ascend to those people, for they are too strong for us!” Additionally, instead of 
describing the giant fruit as evidence of the fertile land, they presented the fruit as a 
terrifying example of the giant warriors who inhabited it. 
 
Where did this “media bias” come from? What caused them to view the land in this negative 
light? Chazal tell us that the spies were worried that when the Jewish people would enter 
the land of Israel they would lose their leadership positions, and therefore, they sabotaged 
the mission in order to maintain their elite status.  
 
It turns out that the bias they held in their hearts acted as a distorting lens for what their 
eyes perceived. Very often the desires of the heart will influence the images witnessed by 
the eyes, and create a feedback loop back into the heart. The eyes will see what the heart 
wants them to see, and these visual images will reinforce and revitalize the original desires 
of the heart. 
 
It is for this reason that pasuk warns about straying after the heart before the eyes, while 
the midrash warns about straying after the eyes before the heart. The two sources are 
speaking about different points in the process. The pasuk is talking about the initial desires 
of the heart, while the midrash is talking about visual reinforcement that enhances these 
desires.  
 
The lesson for us is that our hearts play a significant role in guiding what our eyes choose 
to see. There is no such thing as "objective observation". Every person has their own 
personal bias, and if left unchecked it can send a person down the path of the meraglim. 
 
We need to develop a Torah lens over our eyes and ensure that our hearts are aligned with 
the ratzon Hashem. Only then will we see the world the way God intended.  
 
Have an amazing Shabbos! 
 
 
 



HOSPITALITY 

 Please contact Ron 

Fisher of the Young 

Israel Hospitality 

Committee if you have 

any hospitality needs. 

Email: fisherr@fiu.edu 

Tel: 305-613-0828 

SECURITY 

The security of our Shul 

is of utmost importance. 

Please follow all 

instructions of our 

security personnel. To 

join the security team, 

contact Adam Aronson. 

Cell: 305-213-1693 

REFRESHMENTS 

Please enjoy coffee and 

tea available in the lobby. 

Milk is available in the 

refrigerator below. 

Please assist us by 

keeping this area clean. 

 

 

                         

                            Parshas  Shlach in a Nutshell     Source: Chabad.org 

 

Moshe sends twelve spies to the land of Canaan. Forty days later they return, carrying a 
huge cluster of grapes, a pomegranate and a fig, to report on a lush and bountiful land. 
But ten of the spies warn that the inhabitants of the land are giants and warriors “more 
powerful than we”; only Caleb and Joshua insist that the land can be conquered, as G-d has 
commanded. 
 
The people weep that they’d rather return to Egypt. G-d decrees that Israel’s entry into the 
land shall be delayed forty years, during which time that entire generation will die out in the 
desert. A group of remorseful Jews storm the mountain on the border of the land, and are 
routed by the Amalekites and Canaanites. 
 
The laws of the nesachim (meal, wine and oil offerings) are given, as well as the mitzvah to 
consecrate a portion of the dough (challah) to G-d when making bread. A man violates 
the Shabbat by gathering sticks, and is put to death. G-d instructs to place fringes (tzitzit) on 
the four corners of our garments, so that we should remember to fulfill the mitzvot (divine 
commandments). 
 

           PPAParshas Shlach Haftorah  in a Nutshell  Source: Chabad.org E N 

GATH                                       WISH PEOPLE FOR FORSAKING G-D. NEVERTHELESS, 
HOSEA ASSU                           Joshua 2:1-24. 
This week's Haftorah tells the story of the spies that Joshua sent to scout the city of Jericho, 
prior to the Israelites' invasion of the Holy Land, a point in common with this 
week's Torah reading, which discusses the twelve spies that were sent by Moses years 
earlier to explore the Holy Land. 
 
Joshua sent two spies to Jericho, where they lodged at an inn located in the city's walls, 
operated by a woman named Rahab. Their presence was quickly discovered by the king 
who sent for Rahab and asked her to turn in her guests. Rahab responded that her guests 
had already left the city — when actually she had hidden them on her rooftop. 
 
"And she said to the men, I know that G-d has given you the land, and that your terror has 
fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away because of you. 
For we have heard how G-d dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out 
of Egypt; and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were on the other side of 
the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you completely destroyed." 
 
At Rahab's request, the two spies assured her that she and her family would not be harmed 
during the conquer of Jericho—provided that she would tie a scarlet thread and hang it from 
her window. This would be a symbol that this home is a safe haven. Rahab helped the men 
escape via a rope she lowered from her window and told them how to hide from possible 
pursuers. The spies escaped safely and returned to report to Joshua.RES THE PEOPLE 
THAT G-D WILL NOT ABANDON THEM: "HOW CAN I GIVE YOU, EPHRAIM, AND 
DELIVER YOU [TO THE HANDS OF THE NATIONS]? . . . I WILL NOT ACT WITH MY 
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 News & Announcements 
● Eddie Bursztyn volunteered to cover the office while Shoshana is away. Shul 

hours June 30th to July 23rd are:  8:00 to 9:15 and 10:30 to 12:00. 

● Mazal Tov to Aryeh and Gittie Mandel on the birth of a baby girl!. Mazal Tov to 
grandparents Michael and Elissa Mandel and Rabbi Moshe and Rena Gruenstein! 

● Rabbi Marmor’s Wednesday night class this week June 29th 

● SundaySemichas Chaver and Sunday Morning Kids Club this Sunday June 26th 

● Father and child learning this Shabbos from 5:30 to 6:00. Treats for all of the 
children who attend. 

● Parsha Chaburah  meets this Shabbos. Please contact Chaim Bursztyn for more 
information 305-904-1142. 

● Kinyan Hamasechta  will meet on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:00-
8:45. For more information please contact Binyomin Berkson at 347-777-2639. 

● Shimshon Mindick’s Chumash and Halacha class on Sunday morning 11:00—12:30   

● Shiur in Rebbe Nachman’s masterpiece Likutei Moharan  Friday at 8:45.   

 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/73398/jewish/Moses.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3700062/jewish/The-12-Spies-Meraglim-in-the-Bible.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/588018/jewish/Israel.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/5142767/jewish/How-Did-the-Mission-of-the-Twelve-Spies-Go-So-Wrong.htm
https://www.chabad.org/therebbe/article_cdo/aid/92355/jewish/Shlach-There-are-Giants.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4408396/jewish/Who-Was-Caleb.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/111849/jewish/Joshua-of-the-Bible.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2494730/jewish/Torah-and-Genocide-FAQ.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/dailystudy/dailywisdom_cdo/aid/2950399/jewish/Tuesday-To-Learn-from-Miracles.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/4408391/jewish/Maapilim-The-Little-Known-Warriors-Who-Disregarded-Moses.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3942715/jewish/Who-Were-Amalek-and-the-Amalekites.htm
https://www.chabad.org/dailystudy/dailywisdom_cdo/aid/2950401/jewish/Thursday-Rectifying-the-Desire-to-Shirk-Responsibility.htm
https://www.chabad.org/dailystudy/dailywisdom_cdo/aid/2950401/jewish/Thursday-Rectifying-the-Desire-to-Shirk-Responsibility.htm
https://www.chabad.org/dailystudy/dailywisdom_cdo/aid/2950401/jewish/Thursday-Rectifying-the-Desire-to-Shirk-Responsibility.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1438516/jewish/Mitzvah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/theJewishWoman/article_cdo/aid/323423/jewish/Taking-Challah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/633659/jewish/What-Is-Shabbat.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1269629/jewish/Why-Are-Torah-Punishments-So-Harsh.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/537949/jewish/What-Is-Tzitzit-and-Tallit.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/756399/jewish/The-613-Commandments-Mitzvot.htm
https://www.chabad.org/15786#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm


 Aharon Dovid ben Chaya  

 Yochanan Baruch HaKohen ben 
Frumma Etta   

 Etta Mindel bas Chana 

 Tzofia bas Shoshana 

 Daniel Yaakov ben Masha Tzvia  

 Leora Rachel bas Chaya Raizelle 

 Boruch ben Sorah Gittel 

 Etel bas Chana Perel 

 Devora bas Sora 

 Tuvia Chaim ben Shulamit 

 Chana bas Yaakov  

 Devorah bas Malka 

 Yisroel Yehuda ben Rachel 

 Mindal bas Chana 

 Shmuel ben Sarah 

 Esther bas Frayda 

 Yakov ben Chasya 

 Yehuda Meir ben Tzipora 

 Netanel Ilan ben Sheyna Tzipora 

 Itai ben Tzipora 

 Rochel Miriam bas Sarah 

 Nechama Malka bas Blima 

 Shayna bas Yaacova Yaffa  

 Ora bas Migdelet 

 Menachem Mendel ben Chaya 

 Reuven ben Sarah Nemani 

 Etel bas Malka Yita 

 Chava bas Nechama 

 Yosef ben Yaakov 

 Miriam bas Sarah 

 Yosef Shlomo ben Sarah  

 Chana Golda bas Miriam 

 Zev Moshe ben Leah Tzivia 

 Yaakov Tzvi ben Leah 

 Yosef Azriel ben Chaya Michal 

 Chana bas Hinde Gitel 

 Rachel Chaya bat Esther 
Shoshana 

 Yehuda ben Rochel 

 Yitzchak ben Zisel 

 Leah bas Sarah 

 Chaya Rut bat Messoda 

 Rav Micha ben Aliza 

 Refael ben Blima 

 Shaul Ber ben Ariel 

 Bracha Basya bas Hinda 

 

REFUAH SHLEIMA 

 





Shabbos Mevorchim Kiddush Sponsors 

• Rabbi and Rebbetzin Marmor Mazal Tov to Aryeh and Gittie Mandel on the birth of a baby 

girl! We wish them lots of Nachas from their children.  

• Yocheved Escobar Wishing everyone a Good Shabbos! 

• Eli and Sarah Maman In memory of Selma Grossman (Zelda bas Shlomo); Rabbi Dovid Grossman  

(Dovid ben Moishe); Joel Maman (Yosef Itzhak ben Eliyahu). May their neshamas have an aliyah.  

• Koby & Brigette Litowich In honor of Rabbi & Rebbetzin Marmor  

• Gavriel and Chana Aguilera Wishing everyone a Good Shabbos! 

• Morty and Shushie Aroll in honor of our newest granddaughter Darby Sara Ze’evah. 

• Eddie and Betty Bursztyn in appreciation for the myriad of Gifts from Hashem. 

• Yehuda Hersh Wishing everyone a Good Shabbos! 

• Sam and Raquel Benson in memory of Raquel’s mother Elsa Silberberg. 

• Ezra and Chaya Levy wishing a Mazal Tov to our daughter  Naomi Levy on her receiving her  

Masters in Education from Barry University. 

• Prof. Ezra and Leah Levy Wishing everyone a happy and healthy summer; and a happy 3rd  

birthday to our granddaughter Zara Leia  

• Binyamin and Malka Oropesa In honor of Rabbi & Rebbetzin Marmor for all their hard work  

and dedication.  

• Sheldon & Ellen Zipkin Rosh Chodesh Tammuz is our 49th wedding anniversary!!!  

• Motti and Michelle Levin In honor of the Yahrtzeit of Motti’s father, Yosef Hillel haLevi  

• J. Mills Wishing everyone an easy and meaningful  upcoming fast.  

• Chaim and Yael Bursztyn Wishing a very happy birthday to our daughter, Atarah, who is 

turning 6 years old!  

• Brian and Susie Goldberg In honor of Brian's birthday and the upcoming Aufruf  and  

wedding of our son Eli to Rena in Seattle. 

• Yerucham and Judy Kopelman in honor of our son Benjamin’s birthday. 

The Moled for the month of Tammuz  is 

 Wednesday June 29th  at 6:48 and 3 Chalakim  

Jerusalem time 








