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The Genuth family invites everyone to a kiddush following the main minyan in honor of 

Hyman’s 90th Birthday 
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PLEASE BE ADVISED THE NEW HOURS FOR THE SHUL 

OFFICE ARE 8:00 TO 12 PM  Rochel Leah bas Faiga Zeisel 

 Marlene Kalchman 

 Aharon Dovid Levy 

 Yochanan Baruch HaKohen ben Frumma Etta  

Gittleson 

 Etta Mindel bas Chana 

 Yosef Yitzchak ben Sara Chanah & Elihau 

Maman 

 Tzofia bat Shoshana 

 Daniel Yaakov ben Masha Tzvia  

 Naomi Malka bat Hoshanah Leah  

 Boruch ben Sorah Gittel 

 Elenore Schwartz 

 Dov Baruch ben Chaya Tzvia 

 Nechama Aidel Malka bas Sara Leah 

 Molly Rosenberg 

Source aish.com 

At times you might have negative reactions when trying to perform a good deed. 

You might feel rebellious and would rather not do the deed. Do not feel sad or 

nervous about this. The essence of doing good deeds is the effort, and we cannot 

expect it will always be easy to do the right thing. 

Happy 90th birthday 
Dad “PA” 

We Love you. 

Debra, Bruce, Andrew, 
Bennet, Courtney, 
Lloyd, Fang and 

Gabriel 

Seudah Shlishis is sponsored by  Ron and Eva Fisher commemorating the Yahrtzeit of 

Ron’s father, Reuben Fisher and Eva’s father Endre Adler. 

Happy Birthday Hyman. Thank you for being 

my loving husband for over 62 years and an 

amazing father to our three daughters April, 

Sherry and Debbie. 

The Fox family would like to wish Hyman a very Happy 

Birthday on his 90th trip around the sun. Love from 

Donald, April, Mykal, Katie, Hilary and Eli. 

Yizkor Book 

We are working on our successful Yizkor Book, which 

we will have available  for the congregation to use 

during the coming year when we will be saying Yizkor. 

The book contains the order of the Yizkor prayers, as 

well as the names of departed loved ones who we want 

to remember and honor.  Like last year, the listings are 

organized by family.  The donation to list each departed 

loved one is $10.00 If you have listed your loved one (s) 

previously, we will renew it/them automatically unless 

we hear from you.  If there is a correction to the names 

listed last year, please let us know as soon as possible. 

Birthday wishes for Hyman Genuth 

mailto:FISHERR@FIU.EDU
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The mishna in Pirkei Avos (1:6) tells us “knei lecha chaver – acquire for yourself a friend”. Chazal understood that from a 

spiritual perspective a good friend is indispensable in enabling us to overcome the challenges we face in life and grow to 

fulfill our potential. In the non-spiritual realm as well, society has always recognized the value of true friendship. Helen 

Keller, the famous deafblind author once poignantly remarked, “Walking with a friend in the dark is better than walking 

alone on the light”. 

The great benefits of friendship notwithstanding, for a friendship to be sustainable, it must be balanced with a healthy sense 

of independence. In some ways, friends are like buses. Getting on the wrong bus can take you far from the road you should 

be travelling, but even if you’re on the correct bus, you must get off at the right stop in order to reach your destination. So it 

is with friends. Bad friends can have a negative influence, leading us far astray from where ought to be, but sometimes even 

good friends can make mistakes, and it takes strength, independence, and sometimes courage to resist the peer pressure 

and make your own correct decisions. 

Parshas Korach begins by listing the people who joined Korach in his ill-fated rebellion against Moshe Rabbeinu. One of 

those mentioned, Ohn ben Peles, had originally wanted to join Korach but his righteous wife prevented him from doing do 

so, thus saving him from the terrible punishment that befell Korach and his cohort. The gemara in Sanhedrin (109 b) 

describes this incident: 

Ohn ben Peles was a neighbor and acquaintance of Korach, and sympathized with Korach’s grievances. When Ohn’s wife 

learned of her husband’s involvement, she used her great wisdom to persuade him that Korach was wrong, and should not 

be supported. 

Ohn responded to her “What can I do at this point? I have already pledged my allegiance to Korach’s group, and I even 

swore that if they come to me for assistance, I would join them. How can I back out now?” 

“Leave it to me” his wife responded “I will handle it”. She stood near the front door of their home with her hair uncovered, 

thus preventing anyone from approaching and speaking to her husband. In this way she protected her husband and her 

family from tragic consequences. 

This dialogue between Ohn and his wife is difficult to understand. If a person swears that he will sin, such a vow is not 

binding; as a matter of fact and he is required to violate his vow and not sin. What difference did it make that Ohn had 

already pledged his allegiance to Korach’s group and that he had sworn to join them; if joining Korach was an aveira, Ohn’s 

vow was null and void! Furthermore, if for some reason Ohn felt that he was morally bound by his original pledge to join his 

friends, what would his wife’s interference help? He knew they were coming for him; allowing his wife to block the door and 

prevent them from reaching him doesn’t discharge his responsibility to fulfill his promise? 

We must conclude that once Ohn realized that his wife was correct and that it would be wrong to join Korach, he also 

understood that his earlier promise was void. Ohn understood that a vow to commit a sin is not binding. However, Ohn was 

concerned that his friendship with Korach’s people and his earlier allegiance to them - as indicated by his promise to join 

them - would enable them to persuade him once again to join them. He was concerned that in a face to face meeting with 

his friends, the peer pressure might be too great for him to withstand. While he understood that he wasn’t required or even 

allowed to join them, he also understood the power and influence that his friends might have on him, in getting him to 

change his mind and do something that deep in his heart he knew was wrong. 

Ohn’s wife had the perfect solution - prevent such a meeting from happening. By preventing Korach’s men from meeting 

with her husband she protected him from being subjected to that powerful peer pressure that could have weakened his 

resolve. 

 Ohn ben Peles and his wife were both righteous people. They wanted to do the right thing, and stand up for what was 

correct. However they recognized the enormous influence and power that friends and colleagues can exert. They recognized 

the difficulty in resisting peer pressure, and they identified the correct solution: stay away from bad friends.   

In addition to teaching our children proper values and instilling in them the strength and courage to do what is right, we also 

need to help them avoid situations that subject them to negative peer pressure. If mature adults struggle with this challenge, 

then we as parents should make every effort to protect our children from situations where they will have to choose between 

their friends and their conscience. 
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AVRAHAM TANEV 

Reliable driver, Airport specials 

available! Also available for 

deliveries. 

917-345-1709 


