What was the problem with the spies? Why did they give such a
negative report? It is, because they saw what disturbed them:
giants and fortified cities. We Jews have to realize that what we see
is nothing– Hashem is in charge– no matter what we see.
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Every morning when you wake up, you are given another day of life. This gift of life is precious. To say
that it's precious is really a colossal understatement. Being alive is more valuable than anything else that
one can own and possess. The greater your appreciation for being alive, the more enthusiastic you will be
when wake up each morning.
PLEASE BE ADVISED THE NEW HOURS FOR THE SHUL


Rochel Leah bas Faiga Zeisel



Marlene Kalchman



Aharon Dovid Levy



Yochanan Baruch HaKohen ben Frumma Etta
Gittleson



Etta Mindel bas Chana



Yosef Yitzchak ben Sara Chanah & Elihau
Maman



Tzofia bat Shoshana



Daniel Yaakov ben Masha Tzvia



Naomi Malka bat Hoshanah Leah



Boruch ben Sorah Gittel



Elenore Schwartz



Dov Baruch ben Chaya Tzvia



Nechama Aidel Malka bas Sara Leah



Molly Rosenberg

OFFICE ARE 8:00 TO 12 PM

We would like to welcome Shmuel
Goldstein to the office staff. He
will be working on the bookkeeping.

Tamar Levine’s
Women’s exercise class
Monday and Wednesday
9:15 – 10:15
$15 a class
call/text 786-303-8700

“Stemware & Chargers Gemach”

to reserve a spot or to inquire
about other classes.

Stemware & Gold Chargers Available (60)
For more information Call 305-652-9062

The Genuth family would like to invite the members of Young Israel to a Kiddush
celebrating Hyman’s 90th birthday on June 16th following the main Minyan.
Hyman has been a longstanding member of the Shul for close to 50 years. He
and his wife Jean have been very involved in many of the Shul’s activities..
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A monumental breakthrough was made in breast cancer research last week. Through improved genetic testing, oncologists will now be
able to determine which patients will respond to chemotherapy in certain cancers. It is estimated that this will spare up to 70% of women from receiving unnecessary chemotherapy and its side effects. So, in the spirit of Rav Lehrfield's clever ability to utilize the parshah to
shed light on current events, here is my attempt...
Towards the beginning of Shelach, the names of the spies who were sent to scout out the land of Israel are enumerated. Regarding
these names, the Gemara informs us that each of the conspiring spies were named for their wrongdoings. (Sotah 34b) For example,
Sesur ben Michoel of the tribe of Asher, hid [sasar] the actions of Hashem, ignoring the miracles that were performed for the Jewish people. Michoel, the name of his father, alludes to the fact that he made Hashem appear weak [makh] by saying that there was not enough
food in the land for everyone. (In Midrash Tanchuma (6), you'll find the explanation to the rest of the spies' names). This makes perfect
sense, right? I might call my yapping dog, 'Yappy'. While, my old car might be called 'Ole Clunker' because of the rust holes and the
sounds that it makes...However, regarding the spies, there is one really big problem. The spies were named decades before they chose to
defect! To put it simply, this would constitute a total reversal in the usual cause-and-effect relationship that is necessitated by our linear
experience of time. Furthermore, when Moshe chose them for their mission, they were all 'Kosher veYosher' (see Rashi 13:3). And lastly, what did their fathers do wrong to get schlepped into the mix of having their names explained in such a derogatory manner?
Perhaps the science of genetics can contribute some insight into these questions. For didn't we all learn in grade school that everything in this physical world is a mere reflection of a more sublime, spiritual reality? (Zohar 38a, 205b, 197a, 176b)
It has already been 70 years since the discovery of DNA, but the concept still seems sci-fi and futuristic. It goes like this: the Creator
implanted an encrypted genetic code that accounts for who we are, as unique individuals. Hashem did not hide this enormous information in a single location, but rather placed our DNA in the nucleus of almost every cell in our bodies. DNA is assembled into lengthy,
twisted ladders with over 3 billion rungs. Did I say lengthy? Well, I meant really lengthy. If you were to unravel all of your DNA, it would
stretch from the Earth to the Sun and back...over 500 times!
Included within this massive informational storehouse are genes that also code for certain diseases. However, these genetic predispositions are just that...predispositions. The age-old argument between nature (how your born) versus nurture (external environmental
influences) ends with both sides having a vote, yet, neither a veto. A gene for a disease or negative predisposition could remain latent,
never being 'expressed', for an entire lifetime. So, why do some genes stay latent while others are activated? No one knows for sure, but
what has been determined is that lifestyle, diet and exposure play a huge role in turning these genetic ‘light switches' on and off. For
example, diabetes might "run" in a person's family, but without that individual making poor lifestyle choices, it is possible that they may
never have an issue.
Back to our spies. As opposed to other languages, Hebrew words are more than agreed upon random vocalizations. Regarding Hebrew names, the Ariza"l (Sha'ar HaGilgulim) tells us that the name chosen by parents is divinely-inspired and perfectly-fitted for that
child. We might say that a person's Hebrew name is a sort of spiritual DNA "passed" through the parents. Contained within its letters
are untold potentials of what someone could achieve, as well as negative predispositions of how low they might sink, ch"v. As we saw in
the Gemara and Midrash cited in the second paragraph, there are certain gifted 'spiritual geneticists' who can glean insights into the nature of a person by peering into their name. (Check out Yoma 83b for some fascinating instances where Talmudic Sages similarly decode
the DNA of a person's name.) In our parshah (13:16), we find Moshe going a step further with some 'genetic' engineering. He spliced
the letter ‘yud’ from Sara’s former name, Sarai, onto Hoshea, renaming him Joshua. (Bereishis Rabah 4) By doing so, it might be said that
he down-regulated the ‘gene’ that made him susceptible to joining the spies’ nefarious plans. (See Rashi there) A similar idea might be
changing the name of a person who is gravely ill, ch"v.
But, which of these spiritual genes actually get expressed depends on the thoughts, speech, and actions that we choose. The spies
might have, indeed, inherited some potential negative pitfalls from their parents. But, it was their own erroneous choices that allowed
for the expression of these 'genes'. Only then does Hashem “visit the iniquities of the parents on children”. (14:18, Brachos 7a). It is for
this reason that even their fathers' names are explained disparagingly. If anything, according to the principle of 'Lefum Tza'ara Agra' reward being commensurate with one's effort (Perek 5:26), it might even be a credit to their fathers. Despite having this predisposition,
they never allowed those 'genes' to be expressed in their life. (For another answer to this question, see the Sefer Even Shlomo
(hebrewbooks.org/21980) from Gaon Reb Shlomo Zalman Ehrenreich, HY"D.)
The well-known motivational speaker, Tony Robbins, writes about an interview he conducted with a set of twins who were raised in a
hostile and negative environment. One of them became a convicted felon, while the other, a family man with a successful business.
When Tony Robbins asked the convict how is it that he wound up resorting to a life of crime, he answered, "Can you blame me? With my
upbringing, I had no choice." Yet, when Tony Robbins asked the successful sibling the same question, his answer was..."Can you blame
me? With my upbringing, I had no choice."
At the end of the day, what is truly in our control? The Chachamim made it really easy for us (Brachos 33b): “Hakol bidei shamayim,
chutz m’yiras shamayim...everything is in the hands of Heaven, leaving only the degree to which we choose to be conscious of it.”
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A VRAHAM T ANEV
Reliable driver, Airport specials
available! Also available for
deliveries.
917-345-1709
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