Source aish.com

Rabbi Lehrfield’s Thought of the Week














Rochel Leah bas Faiga Zeisel
Marlene Kalchman
Aharon Dovid Levy
Yochanan Baruch HaKohen ben Frumma Etta
Gittleson
Etta Mindel bas Chana
Yosef Yitzchak ben Sara Chanah & Elihau
Maman
Tzofia bat Shoshana
Daniel Yaakov ben Masha Tzvia
Naomi Malka bat Hoshanah Leah
Boruch ben Sorah Gittel
Elenore Schwartz
Dov Baruch ben Chaya Tzvia
Nechama Aidel Malka bas Sara Leah

"Toleh Eretz al B'limah" The world only survives because of
those who are insulted and do not respond

RSVP AND PURCHASE JOURNAL ADS CLICK HERE OR
VISIT WWW.YIGM.NET

UPCOMING EVENTS





Tu B’Shevt Seder: January 31st RSVP HERE or bit.ly/yigm-event
Annual Shul Gala: February 5th RSVP HERE or bit.ly/YIGM-RSVP-2018
Amit Yard Sale: February 11h
Jeff Weiss’s 2018 Tax Law Lecture: March 11th 8 PM

SHALACH MANOS ORDER FORMS COMING SOON!
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There’s a big mitzvah (good deed) in the Torah called Kibud Av, to honor your father. Sometimes this can be done in obvious ways,
sometimes it occurs by happenstance. Either way, one can always see the hand of Hashem in it.
It was late November in 2017 when I noticed the billboard advertising that the Moody Blues would be performing at the Hard Rock
Casino in Hollywood on January 10, 2018, a Wednesday. Well, anyone who knows me knows that I love the Moody Blues. I always say,
“The only good music in the last 100 years is the Moody Blues.” When I told this to the director of the chorale I sing with, who holds a
Ph.D. in music and teaches at the University of Miami, she just rolled her eyes. Some people just never get the truth!
Anyway, I immediately began looking for tickets, and, when I found something reasonable, went to ask Ruthi if she was free that
evening. She laughed and told me that I’d better check with my son first.
When I got ahold of Binyamin, he told me that he already got tickets since he knew how much I like the Moody Blues. It was going to be
a surprise birthday gift for me.

Kibud Av!
Ok, so that’s an obvious mitzvah. But it didn’t end there.
My oldest daughter, who lives in Scottsdale, Arizona, was pregnant with her sixth child, and she was due sometime in January. We
didn’t know exactly when. So, we called her and discussed the issue. If she was having a girl, it wouldn’t matter since there’s no
particular ritual following the birth of a girl. But if it was a boy, then there would be a bris milah (ritual circumcision) on the eighth day
following the birth. In Jewish tradition, we don’t find out the gender of the infant until it’s born. So, we had to discuss arrangements if
it was a boy because, in order for us to get out to Arizona within the eight days after the birth, we would need at least one day to travel.
We were talking with Shoshana, my daughter, a week and a half before the concert. I explained that she couldn’t have the baby before
Wednesday because then I would have to miss the concert. That would never do. Can’t miss a Moody Blues concert, especially when
we already had tickets. But she also couldn’t have the baby on Thursday because then the bris would be on the following Thursday,
and we wouldn’t have time to get to Arizona in time after the concert. I made it eminently clear to Shoshana that the baby could not
arrive sooner than Friday, January 5th.
Guess what! On Friday, January 5th, at 5:40 a.m. we get a call from Shoshana. The baby, a boy, was born at 1:36 a.m. Scottsdale time.

Kibud Av again!
And one more Kibud Av for Yissachar, our newborn grandson, who respectfully waited until Friday morning to enter this world. He
already acquires a mitzvah upon his birth.
Saw the concert Wednesday night, January 10th. It was great, of course. Flew to Arizona on Thursday, January 11th. The six-hour trip
seemed to go by in record breaking time. And on Friday, January 12th, I was the sandek at my grandson’s bris. The sandek is the one
who holds the baby on his lap and keeps his arms and legs out of the way of the mohel, (the one specially ordained to perform the bris
milah), as he does his job.
There is a belief in Jewish tradition that the sandek, following the bris, is elevated to such a high spiritual level that he becomes
endowed with the power to give people brachas (blessings) that will actually come true. So just know that, if you are reading this, you
are receiving my personal blessing as sandek for a life filled with blessings, peace, happiness, joy, health, and success in all your
endeavors. Mazel Tov

Speakers Include

- Plus The film screening of Monkey
Business: The Adventures of
Curious George’s Creators;
Margret and H.A. Rey

For more information click here or visit:
bit.ly/yigm-h or call 305-538-1663
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