
Dvar Torah by Rabbi Yaacov Marmor
In the beginning of this week’s parsha Hashem tells Moshe to split Klal Yisrael into two groups
and place half the tribes on Har Gerizim and half the tribes on Har Aival. He then tells the
Kohanim and Leviim to stand in the middle of the valley between the two mountains.

The Kohanim and Leviim face Har Gerizim to issue blessings for those who keep the Torah,
and Har Aival to issue curses for those who transgress the Torah. After this ritual, Hashem
tells Moshe to build an altar and set up twelve stones on Har Aival upon which he should
translate the Torah into seventy languages.

Why did Hashem tell Moshe to set up the altar and stones on Har Aival? Har Aival was the
mountain that received the curses! Wouldn’t it have been more appropriate to set up this
special monument on Har Gerizim where the blessings were recited?

The Abarbanel asks this question and provides a powerful answer. Our parsha is very clear
that the Torah controls the divine valve on reality. When we abide by the Torah we open the
valve of brocha, and when we transgress the torah we open the valve of klala (curse).

Which valve is more effective in encouraging Torah observance? We would hope the valve of
blessing, but unfortunately, that is not the case. The reality is, that in society the fear of
punishment is much more effective in encouraging compliance than the promise of reward. 

There is a reason we send criminals to jail instead of offering them a cash prize if they start
behaving. Additionally, a punishment, if designed and administered properly, can actually
have a rehabilitating effect. In an ideal world, a perfectly designed punishment would actually
teach the lesson that is needed, and reinforce the behavior that we seek. 

Furthermore, when a person receives blessing from Hashem, he very often fails to recognize
that he is being blessed for his good deeds. Instead, he attributes his success to a myriad of
other natural factors such as hard work, wise decisions, or good luck. Punishments, on the
other hand, are much more effective in causing a person to look up to Hashem and make life
changes. 

Therefore, Hashem wanted to memorialize the mountain that received the curses to teach us
that it is specifically the curses that act as an effective mechanism in getting us back on track.
Although we should certainly seek to avoid curses at all costs, if they do materialize, we
should appreciate that they are ordained by the Torah to help us recognize our mistakes and
do teshuva.

But, if we appreciate the brachos Hashem sends us and recognize that they come as a result
of keeping the Torah, we can avoid the need for curses altogether. May we truly recognize
that our mitzvos are the key to our success in this world and the next. 

Have an amazing Shabbos!
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Parshas Ki Savo

בס״ד

Shabbos Schedule
Friday

Shabbos
Shacharis 7:10 AM

9:00 AM

7:20 PM

Weekday Schedule

*6:30 AM

8:00 AM

Shachris
Mon/Thurs

8:00 AM
Tues/Wed/Fri

Sundays

*6:45 AM

8:00 AM
*6:45 AM

9:00 AM

Mincha
Maariv & Havdalah

6:05 PM

8:25 PM

Mincha/Maariv
Mincha for the week: 7:25 PM
Followed by short Drasha and Maariv

Early Mincha
Early Candle Lighting 6:26 PM

6:50 PMRabbi’s Ramchal Shiur

7:26 PM
Mincha

Candle Lighting

7:34 PM

6:10 PMAmud Yomi Shiur

*Rosh Chodesh 6:15

י־תָבוֹא ת כִּ רָשַׁ פָּ
אֱלולּ תשפ״ו ט״ז בֶּ

We will be back in
the Main Heichal

this Shabbos! 



Sponsorships

2 Minute Halacha
with Rabbi Marmor

Mishna Berurah Yomi
with Rabbi Marmor

Semichas Chaver
with Rabbi Marmor

Weekday Shiurim

Mussar Shiur
with Rabbi Yachnes

Chumash & Halacha
with Shimshon Mindick

Shabbos Shiurim

Ramchal Shiur
with Rabbi Marmor

Amud Yomi
with Rabbi Marmor

Parsha Chabura
with Rabbi Eichenstein

Seudah Shlishis Hilchos Shabbos
with Rabbi Marmor

Amud Yomi
with Rabbi Marmor

Bekius Gemara with Rashi
with Rabbi Marmor

Classics & Beyond: Parsha Pearls
with Rabbi Bukspan

ã

HOUSEKEEPING
Please enhance the overall
decorum of the Shul by making
sure that you clean up after
yourself. Please put away any
siddurim, chumashim, sefarim,
taleisim, etc. after you use them.

REFRESHMENTS
Please enjoy coffee and tea
available in the lobby. Milk is
available in the refrigerator
below. Please assist us by
keeping this area clean.

YOUTH GROUPS
We encourage attendance in
our youth groups, for boys and
girls ages 3 years and up. Please
contact Chava Pomerantz for
more information.
Cell: 516-754-2033

SECURITY
The security of our Shul is of
utmost importance. Please
follow all instructions of our
security personnel. To join the
security team, contact Adam
Aronson.
Cell: 305-213-1693

PLOT PURCHASES
Young Israel now has its own
section at the South Florida
Jewish Cemetery in Lake Worth.
This cemetery has the highest
Halachic standards in South
Florida and is also the most
affordable. For more
information about purchasing a
plot, please contact Yerucham
Kopelman. Cell: 786-877-9277



Seudah Shlishis Sponsors

BIKUR CHOLIM 305-690-8949 ● CHAVERIM  (305) 330-4030
NMBPD 305-949-5500 ● MDPD 305-476-5423     

HATZALAH 305-919-4900

Young Israel of Greater Miami

Refuah Shleima
Hinda Eyelet Chiya Bas Netanya Rivka
Yakove Shmuel Ha'levy Ben Chava
Brindel 
Bat Sheva Yehudit bat Ita
Royi Chaim ben Merav
Avraham Chaim Ben Yospit Leah
Shulamis Sara bas Rifka Fremed
Bracha Basya bas Hinda
Channan Yehoshua HaLevi ben Bracha
Basya
Menachem Avraham Ben Leah 
Menachem Mendel Ben Faiga
Chaim Yosef Aryeh ben Sarah Raizel
Dovid Yisrael Ben Sarah Devorah
Chaim Dov ben Leah Temima
Zahava Zloty Bas Esther Gittel
Chanoch Elazar Ben Feiga
Sholom Eliyahu ben Shira Malka
Leah Bat Rachel 
Please send Refuah Shelaima names to the office’s 

WhatsApp (305) 988-2523 or 
Email youngisraelnmb@gmail.com. 

שבת היא מלזעוק

SEUDAH SHLISHIS FOR THIS WEEK IS GENEROUSLY 
SPONSORED BY:

AARON & RANDY GROFFMAN





ChAI-LARIOUS MEMES!
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