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 Rochel Leah bas Faiga Zeisel 

 Marlene Kalchman 

 Aharon Dovid Levy 

 Yochanan Baruch HaKohen ben Frumma Etta  
Gittleson 

 Etta Mindel bas Chana 

 Yosef Yitzchak ben Sara Chanah & Elihau 
Maman 

 Tzofia bat Shoshana 

 Daniel Yaakov ben Masha Tzvia  

 Naomi Malka bat Hoshanah Leah  

Source aish.com 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

 Movie Night: TBA 

 Women’s Malva Malka &  Kumnzits:  
Nov. 18th 8:45 PM (See back page) 

 YIGM at the Movies: “Wonder”:         
Nov. 19th 11:00 AM (See back page) 

 Rabbi  Immanuel Storfe:                       
Dec. 2nd Shalos Seudos Speaker Series 

 Chanukah Boutique: December 4th 

 Annual Shul Gala: February 5th 

Please note that the latest time to say Shma this 

Shabbos is 9:23 AM. Please say Shma before 

coming to shul on the morning in order to 

properly fulfill the mitzvah. 

Young Israel of Greater Miami’s Annual Gala 

Monday February 5, 2018 

Honoring the Israel Commitee of North Miami Beach and 

Highland Lakes. 

Location: Aventura Turnberry Jewish Center. 

More details to follow  

NEW “Stemware Gmach” 

60 count of Stemware and Gold Chargers Available 

 For more information Call 305-652-9062 

Be willing to meet the challenges of life with heartfelt prayer and trust that the Almighty, your 

Father and King, Creator and Sustainer of the universe, will lead you along the path that you wish to go 

(Makos 10b). You choose the road to your life's mission and destination. Make a profound decision to 

choose a fulfilling and meaningful life. This decision will become your self-image. Besides creating a 

great life for yourself, you will have a positive influence on many other children of the Almighty. 
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The third and final of the patriarchs enters onto the scene in our current parsha. Yaakov is born together with his 

twin brother Eisav, and we learn about Yaakov's character right away: "Yaakov was tam, a dweller of tents (Gen. 

25:27)." 

For lack of a better alternative, the word tam is generally translated as meaning "simple". Unfortunately, though, 

translations often fall short of conveying the true meaning of the word. Rashi explains that tam is a description of 

an honest, straightforward person who is not sharp at deception. It's an emphasis on the straightforwardness and 

simple honesty of the person's character. Indeed, Yaakov's central character trait is emes, truth. 

With this in mind one cannot help but to be almost thunderstruck by a comment of Rashi in next week's parsha. 

The Torah says: "Yaakov told Rachel that he is her father's brother and that he is the son of Rivkah (29:12)." On 

the phrase "her father's brother" Rashi cites our sage's interpretation that Yaakov said to Rachel, "If it is for 

deception that he (Lavan) is coming then I too am 'his brother' in deception; and if he is an upright man then I too 

am the son of Rivkah, his sister who is upright." 

This concept is expressed by King David as follows: "With [a] pious [man] act piously and with [a] wholesome man 

act wholesomely. With [a] clean [man] act cleanly and with [a] crooked [man] act crookedly (II Shmuel, 22:26-27)." 

At times we must act with deception in order to protect ourselves (or others) from a deceitful person. 

The difficulty that presents itself, though, is that Rashi told us that Yaakov was the type of person who is not adept 

in the art of cunning, so how could this concept apply to him? 

In the introduction to Orchos Tzadikim, the author teaches us that character traits are like ingredients of a recipe. 

The secret of a gourmet chef is his expertise in knowing when to use various ingredients and in what proportion. 

The same is true of traits. Every situation that we go through in life has its unique recipe for success. At times the 

situation calls for calm and extreme patience, sometimes great boldness is called for, yet other situations call for 

softness, and certain situations require an external showing of anger. Depending on the given situation one has to 

decide which "ingredients" to use and how much of each (i.e. to what degree). 

The greatness of Yaakov Avinu is that his essential personality was one of purity, wholesomeness, and simple 

honesty; yet, at the same time, his character didn't control him, rather he was in control of his character. His 

intellect was always behind the steering wheel, directing him precisely how to behave in every situation. When 

confronted with a situation that required a specific mode of conduct he would proceed accordingly, even if it meant 

overcoming his essential nature and character. 

This is a key lesson for a successful life. A person who may have a naturally meek character, for example, cannot 

allow that to become an excuse for failing where strength is necessary. Likewise, a person with a naturally loud, 

outgoing character cannot allow that to become an excuse for possibly offending people who are of a more shy 

and reserved nature. This idea is a theme that extends through all of one's life, as King Solomon says in Proverbs, 

"Give to the wise and he will become [yet] wiser, make known to the righteous and he will add lesson[s] (Prov. 

9:9)." 

Of course, one is given particular characteristics and strengths in order to fulfill a certain role that is specifically 

suited for that nature, and one should use one's essential character in serving Hashem. Nevertheless, we are also 

given character flaws, and part of our work in life is to correct them. Similarly, at times we are faced with situations 

that require us to override our basic character - and that is what we need to do in those situations in order to 

properly serve Hashem. 

We need to constantly work on ourselves to refine our character with good and pure traits to the extent that they 

become our very nature. At the same time, though, we need to constantly keep our intellect behind the steering 

wheel so that we are prepared to utilize any character trait, even one that in essence is prone to the side of evil 

(like anger), if necessary in a given situation. To accomplish this is to become a true warrior. 

As it says in Proverbs 16:32: "One who is patient is better than a mighty warrior, and greater and more powerful is 

the person who rules over his spirit than one who can conquer cities." 
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ORDER TICKETS-CLICK HERE or http://bit.ly/2zOS6kG 

mailto:fisherr@fiu.edu
tel:(305)%20653-4970
tel:(305)%20613-0828
http://bit.ly/2zOS6kG

